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The Spiritual Life of Migrant Muslim Communities
in Shanghai - An Investigation & Reflection
on Temporary Islamic Worship Places around Shanghai

Ge Zhuang

Abstract: At present, the common characteristics shown by the temporary Islamic worship places in
Shanghai indicate the ethnic character of the people who constitute these non = permanent Muslim com-
munities as well as the relative homogeneity of purpose of such places. These temporary worship places
are shabby and cramped, with corresponding dangers. Recently, the development and change of Islam in
Shanghai can be characterized as such: transformation of the nucleus of Shanghai Islam; increase in num-
ber of migrant Muslims settling all around the city: evolving roles in managing religions affairs between lo-
cal & immigl'unl Muslims; distinctions to be made among different communities. Spf:{'iﬁ{'ull}', migl'unl
Muslims {'uming from the Northwest of China and ﬁé:llling into the mfrll'upuli.‘s confront mamny {'hullf:ng(:h‘,,
such as cultural u{|u|}luli(m, children” s education - l'(rligiuue-; pl'u{'li{'(:, and so on. To know more about the
social phi.‘ﬂul“i.‘ﬂun deri ving from the urban Islamic culture® s leluliun, and to i:.\plu-l'fr how 1o pl'ul‘}frl'ly
handle pl'uhlt.‘ms mel in sovernment pl'u{'li{'fr.‘-; will hfrlp one promolte economic {Ii.‘\-‘i.‘l{}pllli.‘ﬂl and to main-
tain social sml}ilil}'.

KE}'\’:‘GI‘ﬂS: Migl'unl MLI.*-;lim.‘-;; Spil'iluul Li f(.'; T(.'mpul'ul'y “-"{J-I'ship Places
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